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From the Pastor
Lentii the season leading up to Eastefi starts this year on

February 25. Here at First Presbyterian, we will be celebrating Ash
Wednesday with our traditional service of ashes. That service will
take place at 6:15 p.m. immediately after our Wednesday night
dinner. Lent affords us an opportunity to contemplate once again
Jesusd journey to his crucifix
t hat find one of Christi
life and hope can spring from suffering. Jesus pioneered the way

we ani
to new life through suffering, a way that we can find in our own
lives. Accordingly, our sermon series during Lent is titled
O0Brokenness and Blessing. o We
istrygglq aed ¢goss in the Bible are surprisingly similar to what we

undergo. We, in other words, have our wilderness periods, our

exil e, and our seasons of bein
the ancients whose experiences are recorded in scripture.

Foll owing Easter, we will t
ter, 6 for our sermons. The f a

change our outlook on the future i not only our personal destiny,
but also that of the world around. Through the latter part of April

and May we wil |l be | ooking at
newal of Creation, 6 and the ro
tion of all things.

Our reflections on o0Brokenn
Hereaftero6 will all be a part

Spring. This year also brings us our semiannual confirmation
class and retreat, our Palm Sunday Brunch, Youth Sunday, and
much fun on Wednesday Nights. As usual, First Presbyterian
Church will be an exciting place to be as the weather warms and
during the Easter season.

Doug DeCelle
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The Presbyi

o0The
Dr. DeCelle will be reflecting in this space on what it means to serve
and worship as a Presbyterian

To gain an understanding of church
denominations, | find it useful to imagine a
triangle whose
ASond, and ASpirito.
traditions in the triangle in accordance with
their emphasis on one or two of the members

Sovereil

gnty and Maj est)

comfortable than we should be with the per-
sonal kindling power of the Holy Spirit, or

cor ner s aaympreocdupatioe Witk iddividualsstic rele r 0

Igious sentiméntalitl ocat e di f f e
ltos difficult to
focus on Goddés greatr

of the Trinity. Ideally,
churches should be some-
where in the middle of the
triangle, with equal em-
phasis on all three. In re-
ality, we all favor one cor-
ner or another. Pentecos-

agement of all that is. It

OWhatever t h@yhnfecdndibrilohn
virtually everything distinct
about us, from our worship

to our mission flows from |
thistheo-c e nt r i cliWasgyeddy the majesty of

Calvin himself whose the-
ol ogy accented
power and authority. Calvin

God. Other theologians

tals, for example, favor the

ASpirito corner.
strongly in the ASono
traditionally, are in

course, officially we make every effort to be
fully Trinitarian. Certainly our creeds em-
brace the Son and the redemption that comes
through Jesus. We want to be Sgeid and
Spirit-filled. But, left to our natural inclina-
tion, we gravitate to an emphasis on the Fa-
ther.

In turn, those distinctive aspects of the
Presbyterian personality invariably revolve
around the sovereignty and majesty of God.
|l 6m t hinking
phasis on providence, predestination, social
conscience, the life of the mind, and our affin-
ity with Judaism and the Old Testament.
These all flow from @heocentric(God
centered) inclination. In turn, we are less

may | ift up Go

L ut h eanddones JoamAdMaBKaypthinkssthatsoura r
d orrreeébre.ar OBr g@pskay tme rsii art
tdd veith theFeenphlses ondthe Eathern Rlaase

dondét misunderstand.
inclination toward a robust consciousness of
Godds majesty, neithe
neglect God, nor that we neglect the Spirit

or Son. |l 6m trying t
ity of our tradition.

Whatever the origin, virtually every-
thing distinct about us, from our worship to
our mission flows from thitheacentricism
Presbyterians, for instance, have tended to

especi al | yoe fadlesslin staihg @owrbspcialeeyils. a n

Even titanic wickedness in the political or
economic real m are nc
ment and correction. Presbyterians, it fol-
lows, tend to be in the forefront in calling
(Continued on Page 12)



Womenos Bible Study
Every Wednesday @ 10:30 a.m.

The Wednesday Womenodés Bible Study group meef s
All ladies are welcome to join us for fellowship, prayer and study. The group is currently studyingghe bo
James. If you need child care in order to attend, call Margee Keebid&i1{706) 884

Mendos Bi ble Study
Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.

The Mends Bible Study group meets Wednesdayl] mo
tary breakfast is served to all participants. The men are studying the Gospel According to Luke. Al are i

Exercise Class

The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by the Health Ministry Committee, meets Mondhys at
p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish§and Jz
Foster. Classes are open to all ages, although designed with the 55 year old and older age grougin min

Prayer Requests

Prayer requests are printed in the weekly Sunday bulletin and can also be found on the church wgbsite |
nouncements. A prayer request may be written on a blue card, located in the Narthex, and givenjgo an L
the service. Cards may also be placed in the offering plate or turned in to the church office. The f@lowin
going prayer requests for our adopted school and military personnel.
Berta Weathersbee School
Military Personnel
Bill TomliMarines (stationed in Iraq); Kyle Davis (stationed in Iraq); Mich&ehRedmdrelv Holhemy
(stationed in Iraq); George F. Stefemsll{stationed in Iraq); Dwayne Newsome (stationed in Iraq

Year-End Financial Update

YTD Actual Income through December 2008 $ 699,317.86
YTD Budget through December 2008 $ 691,659.79
$ 7,658.07




Presbyterian Women

February 9th Ecumenical Mission Project Program

9:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team meeting in the Meeting Room
PRESBVIERAN  10:00 a.m.  Coffee and fellowship time in the Fellowship Hall
10:15 a.m. Young Life Outreach Ministry Program presented by Emily
Butts in the Small Dining Room

February's emphasis is to collect an offering for the Young Life Outreach Ministry.

Individual Circles meet following the program:

Circle 1 Sibyl Slagle Room 309, Gospel Class
Circle 2 Susie Colson Room 316, Seekers Class
Circle 3 Helen Soderberg Room 317, Celebrations Class
Circle 4 Lynn Schaetzel Church Parlor

If child care is needed in order to attend this meeting, please contact Margee Keeble,
706-884-5857.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VISIT OR JOIN PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN?
The PW would love to have you join them or come and visit during a monthly meeting. If you would like more
information, please call Lynn Wolfe (706-885-9448) or Deana Davenport (706-845-1152).

REMINDER: February is our PW's month to work at the Interfaith Food Closet (416 Pierce St.). Volunteers
are needed during February on Tuesdays and Thursdays, during the hours of 11:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

If you would like to help at the Food Closet and you did not sign up at the January meeting with your Circle
leader, please contact Daisy Rickett 706-663-9077 for details. All helpers are welcome!

Also, please remember to bring desserts for the Thursday Lunch Program if you signed up to do so.

Coming Up: Our PW hosts the LaGrange Council of Church Women's Luncheon on May 4th.

Pastords Luncheon
Monday, February 16th @ 12:00 noon
Call the church office to make reservations.
The Pastorodéds |l uncheon is held the third Mond
followed by a short program and communion served by the pastors. The price is $5.00 per per-
son. If you plan to attend, please call the church office at 706-884-4064.




Health Ministry Events

The Heart Truth for Women Luncheon
Tuesday, February 10th 12:00 p.n- 1:30 p.m.
—— at the Callaway Center- West Georgia Technical College
Tickets $25 per person or $200 for a table for 10 people
Featured presentation AEveryohkeelLBSe&kseBejf ok
by Randy Martin, MD. Call (706)843600 to register.

ASharing in the Givingo 8t h Ann(al
Saturday, February 7th @ Dunwoody United Methodist Church
8:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
Are you caring for an aging family member or someone who needs help due to chronic health problergs or a
developmental disability? Join our keynote speaker, Adriana Hermida, MD, assistant professor of psyghiatry
The Emory Clinic, for this informative session and learn about the Dimensions of Wellness.
Cost is $15 per person includes breakfast and lunch. Call (4022 D8to register or visit

www.emoryhealthcare.omnd cl i ck on fevent so.

Camp Viola Eagle Scout Project
Spencer Cashwell is asking for your help to fund his Eagle Scout project at Camp Viola.
The project is to create a picnic area in the woods along one of the trails. He needs $225 for
materials. If you wish to help, you may send your contribution to the church. Make checks
payable to FPC and note that it is for the Camp Viola Eagle Scout Project.

Church Clean -Up Day
A big thank -you from the House and Grounds Council to the following people who helped
with the Church Clean-Up Day on January 17th: Jim Boyd, Margee and Allen Keeble, Judy
Yarbrough, Janice and Jan Carnes, Gail and Brogden Nichols, Jane and Charles Foster, Alex
Stewart, A.J. Nelson, Jim Blackstone, Debbie Hutchinson, Bill and Jeanie Ayers, Gaines

Adams, Georgette and Dylan Curry, and Mark and Charis Acree.

2009 Usher Schedule
8:30 a.m.: Charlie & Jane Foster (Capt.), A.J. Nelson, Tom West, Joe Maltese
1st Sunday (11:00): Bill Hines (Capt.), Todd Yarbrough (Capt.), Ray Sistino, Russ Davidson
2nd Sunday (11:00): Roy Conine (Capt.), Alex Stewart (Capt.), Rob Polk, Buddy Cashwell
3rd Sunday (11:00): Kip Johnson (Capt.), Brian Patton (Capt.), Ken Breland
4th Sunday (11:00): Jake Jones (Capt.), Michael Holle (Capt.), Dustin Jones
5th Sunday (11:00): Youth
There are still a couple of openings for ushers. If you are interested in serving on an usher tedm or :
a substitute, contact Bill Hines at (706)8B303.




Presbyten n
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PFC Annual Val entineds BanqL@t

V Friday, February 13th

g 7:00p.m. in the Fellowship Hall V

\ 4 _ 4

v Cost: $10 for catered meal )

(™ Pay Jett Hudson in the Church Office by February 6th. Sign -up on the bulletin (™

™) board outside Dr. DeCel |l eds office. Entvrtai
v Hayes. The Middle School PYC will serve. v
\AAAAAAA LA A A AAALAA A A LA LA LA LA AL AL A

PFC Trip to the King Tut Exhibition at the Atlanta Civic Center

Thursday, March 19th
Leave the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m.
Cost: $38 includes ticket and transportation
Pay Jett Hudson in the Church Office by March 2nd. Signup on the bulletin board outside
Dr . DeCell ebs office. Participants will jJal so

January Menodls Outing
Dr. Bill Conine and about 38
of our men (on two different
days) toured a house full of

hunting trophies near

Columbus and then went to

eat at the Whistling Pig in
Pine Mountain. A great time

was had by all!




