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Inside First Presbyterian 
From the Pastor... 

 The workers just arrived with 

the Christmas wreaths for the sanctuary 

and, as readers will see, Christmas fes-

tivities at First Presbyterian are planned 

and underway.  Significantly, holiday 

activities are not all that we are focused 

on this year.  Several other interesting 

developments are also unfolding.   

 The Working Womenõs Group 

has caught my attention with their fasci-

nation with Barbara Brown Taylorõs re-

cent book: An Altar 

in the World .  The 

monthly lunch 

g a t h e r i n g  o f 

women is taking 

Altar  a chapter at a 

time, savoring Bar-

bara Brown Tay-

lorõs counsel to re-

discover the divine 

beauty and poten-

tial in the common 

run of life.  What is 

significant is that Taylorõs previous 

book was her memoir titled, Leaving 

Church.  In this book she described her 

decision to quit parish ministry as an 

Episcopal priest, in an attempt to find a 

fuller spiritual life outside the church.  

One is reminded of Paul Young, author 

of wildly popular, The Shack, who had 

made a similar decision.  I think minis-

ters need to pay attention to energy of 

any sort when it shows up in the con-

gregation.  And I detect energy in the 

Womenõs lunch group.  Iõm guessing 

that the group is not so much inter-

ested in òleaving churchó as it is in 

connecting with God in everyday life.   

 Another source of surprising 

energy is in the 20 or so people who 

have indicated that they plan to read 

the whole Bible during the calendar 

year, 2010.  The plan is for them to 

meet on Wednesday nights when we 

have the Wednesday Night Supper 

and discuss what 

they have discov-

ered in recent 

daysõ reading.  If 

the Bible is a curi-

osity to readers of 

this newsletter, 

they can find a 

structured reading 

plan in the Adult 

Education section 

of the church web-

site.  (The office can supply a paper 

copy of this plan to anyone who re-

quests it.)  Reading the Bible is popular 

these days.  A pastor named Tim Con-

dor has published a book titled, Free 

for All: Rediscovering the Bible in 

Community .  Condorõs idea is that 

groups of people, especially groups 

with people of differ ent life  

                               (Continued on Page 12) 



Weekly Events:  
 

�x��Menõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.  

 The Menôs Bible Study group meets Wednesday mornings at 6:45 a.m. in the small dining room. A complimentary 
 breakfast is served to all participants. The men are studying the Gospel According to Luke. All are invited.   
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�x�� Exercise Class  
The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by the Health Ministry Committee, meets  Mondays at 2:00 
p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish and Jane 
Foster. Classes are open to all ages, although designed with the 55 year old and older age group in mind.   

Regular Events 

Prayer Requests  
Prayer requests are printed in the weekly Sunday bulletin and can also be found on the church website under announce-
ments.  A prayer request may be written on a blue card, located in the Narthex, and given to an usher before the service. 
Cards may also be placed in the offering plate or turned in to the church office. The following are on-going prayer requests 
for our adopted school, Berta Weathersbee and Military Personnel in Iraq - Major Philip S. Mullenix, M.D. - grandson of 
Margaret Schuyler; Lee Pearce - son-in-law of John & Betty Drinkard. 

Prayer Partners for December  

The Prayer Partner Ministry provides support and encouragement through daily prayer. Members in this minis-
try agree to pray for and with their partner daily.  Personal contacts are also encouraged as a way to utilize the 
gift of prayer.  If you are interested in participating in this ministry, please contact the church office at  
706-884-4064.  
  

Becky Weilð  Eileen Cowart   Margaret Maddoxð Kim Crawford         Judy Yarbroughð Carolyn Baldwin 
Sibyl Slagleð Judy Boggus   Polly Smithð Bonita Stokes  Ginny Kyleð Suzanne Adams 
Meredith Kennedyð  Gail Nichols  Charles Maddoxï  Jeanie Ayers  Jo Fennð  Sharon Newton 
Tuck Parkerï Debbie Burdette   Dot Lancasterð Peggy Pulver  Ellen Buttsð  Debbie Hutchinson 
Zelda Jonesð Rae Loyd   Helen Soderbergð Becky Donahue  Becky Mooreð Frankie Newman 
Louise McDowellð  Lynda Brock  Emily Parrishð Betsy Moultrie  

Thursday Lunch Program 
 

The Thursday Lunch Program will deliver Christmas baskets on Thursday, December 17th.  If you would like to 
donate items for these baskets (candy canes, hot chocolate packages, soup packages, ramen noodles, individually 
packaged crackers, baked goods, chocolates), please deliver these to the church kitchen by December 14th.  We 
will not serve or deliver meals on Thursday, December 24th.  The Christmas meal will be served by community 
volunteers at Cannon Street Elementary. On Thursday, December 31st, we will be back in full force with the soup 
kitchen and delivering Meals on Wheels.    
A special thank you to all of our Thursday lunch volunteers: Betti & Bill Martin, Jane Teaver, Rae Loyd, Jane 
& Wally Skinner, Marilyn Muller, Carol Bailey, Ruth & Tom West, Judy Yarbrough, Susan Martin, Marilyn Moh-
ler, Lynn Wolfe, Lynn Schaetzel, Judy van Cantfort, Kathy Breland, Ann Stich, Peggy Countess, Patsy Griffin, Pat 
Pinkerman, Anita Holle, Clare Conine, Daisy & Don Rickett, Helen & Roger Soderberg, Ruth Ellen & Oron Trot-
ter, Lynne Holle, Suzanne & Gaines Adams, Judy & Sonny Boggus, Bob Yates,  Susie Colson, Ed Waltemath,  
Hugh Headrick, Morris Jones, Dick Mohler, Sally Richter, Lee Richter, Sibyl Slagle, Betty Wallace, Jim Boyd, 
Mary Alice Lenmark, Jerry Stockdale, Jane & Charlie Foster, Bruce & Alice Smith, Ann Short, Debbie Hutchin-
son, Sue Duttera, Keith Aspinwall, Betty Drinkard, Kerri Vice, Dave & Carolyn Baldwin.  


